Admission Policy of Scoil Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh

School Address: Edoxtown, Rathfeigh, Tara, Co.Meath, C15 F220
Roll number: 17964K

School Patron: Bishop of Meath

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the Education
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. In drafting this policy, the board of
management of the school has consulted with school staff, the school patron and with parents of
children attending the school.

The policy was approved by the school patron. It is published on the school’s website and will be
made available in hardcopy, on request, to any person who requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Scoil Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh admission process are set out in
the school’s annual admission notice which is published annually on the school’s website at least one
week before the commencement of the admission process for the school year concerned.

This policy must be read in conjunction with the annual admission notice for the school year
concerned.

The application form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be made available in
hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Characteristic spirit and general objectives of the school

Scoil Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh is a Catholic, co-educational primary school with a Catholic ethos
under the patronage of the Bishop of Meath. “Catholic Ethos” in the context of a Catholic primary
school means the ethos and characteristic spirit of the Roman Catholic Church, which aims at
promoting:

e the full and harmonious development of all aspects of the person of the pupil, including the
intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual aspects; and
e *aliving relationship with God and with other people; and




e a philosophy of life inspired by belief in God and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus;
and

e the formation of the pupils in the Catholic faith,

e And which school provides religious education for the pupils in accordance with the
doctrines, practices and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and/or characteristic spirit
as may be determined or interpreted from time to time by the Irish Episcopal Conference.

In accordance with S. 15(2) of the Education Act, 1998 the Board of Management of Scoil Mhuire
Naofa, Rathfeigh shall uphold, and be accountable to the patron for so upholding the characteristic
spirit of the school as determined by the cultural, moral, religious, social, linguistic and spiritual
values and traditions which inform and are characteristic of the objectives and conduct of the school.

Mission Statement

Cherishing childhood as the foundation of life by providing education in an open, nurturing,
challenging and affirming environment that respects the uniqueness of each individual as they relate
to each other, their teachers, their family, their community and their God.

School Motto

“Great Oaks from Little Acorns Grow”

3. Admission Statement

Scoil Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any
of the following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned, or

(i) the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has special
educational needs

As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act 1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘disability ground’,
‘discriminate’, ‘family status ground’, ‘gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion ground’, ‘sexual
orientation ground’ and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be construed in accordance with section 3
of the Equal Status Act 2000.

Scoil Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh will cooperate with NCSE in the performance by the Council of
functions under the Education of Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 in relation to the
provision of education to children with special educational needs, including in particular by the
provision and operation of a special class or classes when required to do so by the Council.

Scoil Naisiunta Mhuire Naofa, Rathfeigh, will comply with any direction served on the board or the
patron under Section 37A and 67(4)(b) of the Education Act 1998.
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